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my setting on foot the undertaking for collect-
ing and publishing the Works of Ossian; and I
have always considered this as a meritorious
action of my life.

Your situation, as you say, was indeed very
singular; and, in being brought out all at
once from the shades of deepest privacy, to so

great a share of public notice and observation,
you had to stand a severe trial. I am happy
that you have stood it so well; and, as far as I
have known or heard, though in the midst of
many temptations, without reproach to your
character and behaviour,

You are now, I presume, to retire to a more
private walk of life; and, I trust, will conduct
yourself there'with industry, prudence, and
honour. You have laid the foundation for just
public esteem. In the midst of those employ-
ments, which your situation will render proper,
you will not, I hope, neglect to promote that
esteem, by cultivating your genius, and attend-
ing to such productions of it as may raise your
character still higher. At the same time, be
not in too great a haste to come forward. Take
time and leisure to improve and mature your
talents; for, on any second production you
give the world, your fate, as a poet, will very

much